Oh Death Where is Thy Sting

Join me in a meditation before we begin this class so that we might be receptive to what the Spirit of God has to reveal to us.  Close your eyes with me now and rest.
Christ Presence, that Spirit within me, reveals Itself in a moment I think not.  In the moment I am still there is an inner quickening.  Words and thoughts do not transmit this message.  This message comes from the Christ of my being; from within me, from the depths of Consciousness.  And so I am still now and I am listening.  Speak, Consciousness, they servant hearth.  Be ye receptive to My voice the “I” within you now.
We are going to take that great chapter which is 1 Corinthians chapter 15.  And we are just going to just look at it together and see what comes.  There is so much truth in this chapter.  Paul must have been positively on fire with the Spirit when he wrote it.  It begins like this:

1Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 

 2By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 

 3For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 

 4And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 

 5And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 

 6After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 

 7After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 

 8And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 

He is saying here that, the Christ Presence which we have just declared within us could not die.  The human part of us, the human mind, and the human being wants to crucify that Christ because it does not want to get out of the driver’s seat.  And Christ says, “It is I,” let me take over, but the human mind is frightened and does not want to step aside.
And so Paul is saying that the Christ cannot be crucified.  And we go through all this pomp and circumstance, all this rigmarole, so much noise and still the Christ remains.  Not only that, but when you are walking this path, when you are abiding in your Christ awareness you can see the Christ that is resurrected from the tomb of humanhood.  Cephas saw Christ and then the twelve saw Christ, more than five hundred at once saw this risen Christ. And James and the apostles saw Christ. And Paul some thirty years later after this Christ was supposedly buried also saw Christ.
He says he was “One born out of due time.” You and I hearing this message are one born out of due time. We are coming to that place in awareness where we can see the risen Christ, the Christ of our being.  And so to continue he says:

9For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

But that’s just Paul talking.  The truth is that there is nothing you can do against God or against Christ that can touch them in anyway. You cannot touch Christ -- they tried.  The Christ of you cannot be crucified by your human mentality.  It cannot be crucified by your doubts and fears.  It cannot be crucified by your intellect.  No matter what the human does to try to survive, no matter what the ego does to try to regroup, there is Christ resurrected standing in front of you. And we are of those of the household of God who by grace have been given spiritual intuition, spiritual discernment, so that we can behold this visible beautiful risen Christ.  And so Paul continues and he says,

 10But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

You see Paul recognizes that, “I live, yet not I,” the Christ, this risen Christ lives within me and does the work through me.  And he goes on to say,

 11Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed. 

 12Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? 

 13But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 

 14And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.

There is a division here.  Some of these people are saying, “Well I didn’t see Christ raised from the dead.  How do I know there is a resurrection?  What do you mean that Christ was raised?  Prove it to me.” And this of course is the human mind in some which cannot accept the Christ of their being, because Christ is raised from the tomb of our humanhood.  It is the Christ of you that is raised.  But they can’t see it.  So they are arguing with Paul. Now he continues to say,

16For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 

 17And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 

 18Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 

 19If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 

 20But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 

You remember we have spoken in the past of Adam falling asleep and Christ says, “Awake thou that sleepest.” Here we are being told that Christ Jesus is the firstfruits of them that slept. He was the first son to have awakened.  And here we are now some two thousand years later and the same message is being told to us.  It’s time to awaken from those that slept.  Paul says,

 

21For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 

 22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

If you are in that group of people who are sleeping, then you are in the Adam that dies.  But if you are awakening to the Christ within you, to your Christ identity, to the Christ Presence, to the Christ Omnipresence, then you are being made alive.
 23But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 

“They that are Christ’s at his coming” of course are us.
24Then cometh the end.

The end of what?  There is only one thing that can end and that’s the Adam dream.  And so at Christ’s coming, the end of the Adam dream comes.
 24Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 

 25For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.
That is, Christ in you must reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet.  Christ in you must have full dominion and prove in your experience that all of your enemies are put under your feet.  That is sickness that is loneliness, that is death and Paul says,

 26The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 

Why?  Because only an Adam dream has death in it.  There is no death.  There is no birth.  That’s part of the Adam dream.  But we are waking up.  And so we see Christ Consciousness destroys the whole world that contains death or birth in it.
 27For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 

 28And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 

In other words, Christ is; what is Christ?  Christ comes under the authority of God, because Christ is not a separate entity either. Christ is the living Presence of God. And Paul says,

33…Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.

34Awake to righteousness and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God…
Now when he speaks of sin here he is telling us, “Don’t go back to the Adam dream and live as that person.” That’s the sin, that’s the going away from the bull’s eye. That is ‘missing the mark,’ returning to that ‘old city’ that old consciousness.  He is not talking about doing selfish things.  He’s not talking about being bad; that’s not what sin means here. It means awake to your Christhood and go not off into that Adam identity.
 35But some man will say, how are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come? 

 36Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: 

Now let’s translate that: He is saying don’t be silly. The Adam dream is not quickened.  You can’t raise the Adam man. You are not going to raise a human.  It can’t be quickened, there is no quickening there. No, Christ is not there unless the Adam dream dies.  And so we have to awaken out of that dream and the dream has to die. Now Paul says,

 37And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: 

 38But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body. 

 39All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds. 

 40There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 

 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory. 

 42So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: 

Do we see what he is saying?  Here is God – Itself manifesting through celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies and God’s glory is different in one form than in another.  Then he is saying it is the same in the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, that is, it in the manger of our humanhood that Christ is born, but it is raised in incorruption. That is, Christ in us is raised in its pure state - its pure Being. And he says,

 43It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: 

 44It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 

Paul is the one who told us that “The natural man receiveth not the things of God; neither can he know them for they are spiritually discerned.” He is telling us here there is a natural body that is, a physical body, that Adam dreamed up, but there is also a spiritual body a Christ body.
And by the way, your Christ body is Infinite; your Christ body is Omnipresent, your Christ body is Eternal -- that is your body.
Joel Goldsmith tells us “The secret of secrets is that there is only One Spiritual Body.”  And now this next line is absolutely marvelous:

 45And so it is written, the first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 

And so you see the first Adam was made a living soul.  That is, an entity created by the mind, but it never had real existence - it’s a dream. But the last Adam that is, us, here today, that are awakening, are being made a quickening spirit.  Paul continues with,

 46Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.
The first man that is, the dreaming Adam is of the earth, earthy. The second man is the Lord from heaven. Now he does not say here that there is only one son of God. He says it plainly, “The first man is of the earth, earthy” and that applies to all of us.
“The second man is the Lord from heaven.”  Christ told us that, “He who goes up to heaven is He that came down.” That’s who we are. This is what we are awakening to; our Christ identity. And Paul says,

47The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven. 

 48As is the earthy; such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 

That is our Christ identity.
50Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 

Do we understand that?  Let’s get that straight once and for all.  You cannot add God to your human identity.  There cannot be God and Bill, God and Linda, God and Dorothy, God and Sara, God and David, God and Helen. There cannot be God and! You cannot add God to your humanhood; the Adam dream must go.  So, “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither does corruption inherit incorruption.”  A human being is not going to be eternal.  I don’t care what human identity you are dreaming of right now you will not take it with you.  It is never going to be eternal.  Your eternal life is invisible, nevertheless it is the Real you.  It is Christ.  And we are awakening to that invisible identity which we are eternally. Now Paul says,

 51Behold, I shew you a mystery; we shall not all sleep,

No, most of the six billion human beings are still sleeping in the Adam dream.  That’s fine, enjoy your sleep.  I for one have a burning inside to awaken.  And he says,

We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
Something is happening to us.  There is a change going on; a transition – a transformation.  We are awakening to our Christhood.
52In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

Now in case you didn’t know it, but I suspect you did, in the twinkling of an eye is where you stand right this second, and every time you go into meditation and drop that Adam identity, which is not an identity at all, drop that Adam dream, then you are standing in that place where Christ happens. You sense the Christ and in the twinkling of an eye there is a quickening, a sound, and you are raised up into your Incorruptible, Eternal, Infinite, and Immortal Christ identity. Paul says,

 53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
He doesn’t say it here, but we must put off mortality and put off corruption, put on incorruption and put on immortality. Maybe it was here before and it was edited it out, I don’t’ know, but I know he knew we had to do that. And he continues to say,

 54So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 

Why, because only an Adam dream can die.  Do you see if you are living in your Christ identity if Christ is living through you or if you abide in Christ and the presence of Christ, in the presence of the Spirit of God within you, you can’t die? That Christ identity can never die. And so Paul says, “then shall be brought to pass the saying death is swallowed up in victory.”

55O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

 56The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 

 57But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 58Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

Here he is saying that the strength of sin is the law. He is talking about the law of karma, “As ye sow, so shall ye reap.”

Listen to this now; please listen to this, if you sow a mortal identity an Adam identity then you will die.  That Adam identity will die, because that is the end result of karma.  What you sow you reap.  If you sow an illusion you reap an illusory death -- it must come to an end.  However, elsewhere Paul tells us, “If you sow to the Spirit you will of the Spirit reap life everlasting,” which means if you walk in Christ identity in the conscious awareness of the living spirit or presence of God, as you, then you have found your Eternal life. “Oh death where is thy sting?”   There isn’t any.  It’s nothingness. You can never die again.
This is quite a beautiful chapter.  Paul is telling us so much in these few sentences about coming out of the Adam dream life and into our incorruptible and eternal Christ identity.
Now, this is perhaps a lot to digest in one sitting, and so let’s relax and remember it isn’t the words, it’s not the thoughts, but it is the Christ within us that transmits the message to us.
And now I want to share something with you that was an experience of stepping into the Christ identity.  I think it was 1975 I went to an Infinite Way Class and it was called, “Healing Outside of Time”.  We had a little meditation before the class. We closed our eyes and then the teacher walked in who was Herb Fitch. He sat down and got comfortable and got quiet with us and then he began to talk. He talked about stepping outside of time -- realizing that time was part of that Adam dream; that it was never created by God and that it has no existence.
Christ proved this and told us about it. Herb said that Christ, this is the Christ of you now, and you know the Christ of you does not live in time; the Christ of you is outside of time. If you experience the Christ within you and you experience your Christ identity, you have stepped outside of time, because the Christ of you says, “Before Abraham was I Am.”

That means right now, before Abraham was, before Abraham was on the earth, your Christ identity, that Christ that you feel in your meditation, that Christ, that presence, is now before Abraham. Way, way back there, Christ is, and you are. But there is no way, way back there is there because that’s the Adam dream?  “Before Abraham was I am” is a state of consciousness that is within you right now and so you can tabernacle with anyone that existed before Abraham was, because right now within your Consciousness is where that is.
As he began to give this class, I continued to have my eyes closed and listen and listen very deeply and I rested in that Consciousness that was outside of time. Suddenly I felt lifted up and out of the Adam body. That is, I lost the conscious awareness of a physical body. And found myself somewhere in another dimension, this timeless dimension. I was met by spiritual Consciousness appearing as other beings; other spiritual beings. But since nothing takes place outside of your very own Christ Consciousness, that was Christ Consciousness appearing as spiritual beings.
We stood there and something was given and to this day I do not know what it was.  And so I am not going to try to describe it, but I am going to say this, when I became conscious again of my body it was because I heard Herb saying, “And now lets take a fifteen minute break.” 
I opened my eyes and I looked and I felt almost tipsy.  I felt so light; so free.  I got up to go outside to breathe some fresh air and as I walked outside I looked around, I panned around the surroundings.  First I looked out at the ocean and wow!  For the first time ever I could feel myself in the waves and I could feel the waves within me; I was the waves - I was the ocean. Let’s put it in the present tense because that is how I still feel it. I am the waves - I am the ocean. Looking at the sky I feel myself as the sky; and the sky within me - I contain the entire sky.  And I looked at the buildings and oh my goodness! I felt the buildings inside of me and I felt, I felt me inside of the buildings. When I look at the street, I feel the street within me - I am in the street. The telephone wires, they are alive; the automobiles, the metal in the automobiles, it’s alive.  I am in that metal and the automobiles are within me. There is no such thing as dead matter.
Nothing is dead.  All is alive and I am in all and all is within me. And as I looked at the people, oh my God! I felt my face where theirs was and I could feel their face on mine. I was not feeling the lines and the divisions between people. I was not feeling where I left off and they began. There is a Oneness, because I am within them and they are within me. 
And so as I looked around, I was thoroughly astounded because I was within everything and everything was within me. I was Infinite, Immortal, and Eternal, yet I was individualized as myself. I was living, experiencing, and discerning my Christ identity everywhere.
From this experience I learned there is nothing that is dead in the human world, but there is nothing that is alive in the human world.  All life is within Consciousness and Consciousness is within all life.
Now I endeavor to pass on to you this truth: In your Christ identity you are everywhere present; there is nothing that does not have you within it and there is nothing that is not within you. There is no place where you do not exist and there is no place that does not exist within you.  There is no time in which you do not dwell and there is no time that doesn’t dwell within you. Omnipresence, Infinite, Eternal, your Christ identity has never been born and your Christ identity cannot die. There is never a time when your Christ identity is not who you are.
Over the centuries, though we dreamed up these lives, we have always existed as our Christ identity. And now as Paul suggests we are arising from the dead, from the masses that are still asleep and we are having these experiences. I told you one of mine and I am sure you have had your own. And so you are waking up to your Christ identity; you are arising out of the grave.
“Oh death where is thy sting?” Death has been swallowed up in your Christ identity.
From now on in your meditations remember to repeat to yourself silently those scriptures or those passages or those truths which help you remember that you do not have to fight a dream; you do not have to struggle to improve a dream, you do not have to carry banners and walk in marches and march on the capital in order to change a dream - leave that for the masses that are still sleeping.  But you come and follow Me.
Follow your Christ identity into that Invisible Kingdom.  And in your meditation remember you are to put off mortality and put on your immortality. Make it a practice to live each day a part of the time in this Christ identity; in your Invisible Self.  And it is enough to just rest there, because as Christ just explained, the Christ of you is not only everywhere, but every ‘when’ even before Abraham was, the Christ of you exists right now - if you learn in your meditations to bring it around quickly to that point where you can rest back into your Christ presence.
That Christ presence goes before you to prepare a place for you. But know this, that Christ presence goes behind you to repair errors that perhaps you made. That Christ identity wipes out karma. That’s what Paul was telling us. That’s why death is swallowed up. Christ identity, your Christ identity, in your meditation, when you dwell in it consciously, is wiping out any karma that was accumulated in the Adam dream.
Make it a practice every day, two times, three times, more if you can - to dwell even for five minutes in your Christ identity. Your Christ identity can accomplish things in five minutes, because remember time is an illusion, your Christ identity can accomplish things in five minutes that would take you sixteen years or sixteen life times to accomplish. So trust it! Rest in it. Dwell in it consciously.
If you come out of your meditation and immediately your attention is thrown back into this world, making a living and doing the things at hand that’s not a problem. it will reverse. In time it will reverse.  The Christ identity and your conscious awareness of it will expand. It will expand to the point where it takes over. You spend maybe seventy, eighty, ninety percent of your time in your Christ identity and only dreaming ten or twenty percent of the time.
So dwell in your Christ identity for some period every day.  And watch the miracles that happen, because your Christ identity will dissolve any of the troubles that are brought to you. It says to you, “Drop your burdens at My feet,” and if you are working with someone, helping them to an inner realization, it says to them also, “Drop your burdens at My feet.”

It doesn’t say work on them or become worthy of my help; all of that is nonsense, it is religious beliefs from religious backgrounds. It is all nonsense, none of that is involved here.
We are awakening to our Christ identity which “Has all that the Father has” and does not have to earn anything - it comes through grace. You see God did not create the world and send it off on its own and say, “Well I hope you can find me.”  No, no, that’s the Adam dream. And just look, turn on the news, listen to the radio, this is the Adam dream. It’s dreaming a nightmare; a nightmare of separation. God never created any such world. We thought that he did and we believed it for a long time.
Now as we awaken to our Christ identity, we are discovering that we have always been in the bosom of our Father and our Father is in the mist of us -- God the Father, God the Son, God your Christ identity; Perfect, Eternal, Immortal, forever - that is who you are!

And death has been swallowed up in the victory; your victory at discovering that “I” Christ liveth within you forever.
  
 

